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13-2-1: DEFINITIONS: The words and terms defined in this Chapter shall have the meanings 

as indicated. Words used in the present tense include the future, and words in the singular number 

include the plural, and words in the plural include the singular. Words defined herein but defined 

differently elsewhere in Roy City Municipal Code shall be construed as set forth in this chapter. 

Words not included herein but defined elsewhere in the City Municipal Code shall be construed 

therein. 

 

ARCHITECTURAL PROJECTION:  Any projection which is not intended for occupancy and 

which extends beyond the face of an exterior wall of a building, but shall not include signs. 

 

BUILDING CODE:  The current edition of the building code as currently adopted by Roy City.  

 

BUILDING FAÇADE: The portion of an exterior elevation of a building extending from grade to 

the top of the parapet wall or eaves and the entire width of the building elevation. 

 

BUILDING FAÇADE FACING:  A resurfacing of an existing facade with approved material, 

illuminated or non-illuminated. 

 

BUILDING OFFICIAL: The official or other person charged with the administration and 

enforcement of this chapter or his duly authorized agent. 

 

CHANGEABLE COPY PANEL:  A portion of a sign which is characterized by changeable copy, 

regardless of method of attachment. 

 

COPY AREA:  The area of any symbol, logo, or other copy extending beyond the main sign cabinet shall 

be calculated with total area.   

 

DEPARTMENT:  The Community Development Department. 

 

DIRECTOR: The Planning and Zoning Administrator or their designee. 

 

FRONTAGE:  The linear measurement of building front. If a building fronts on more than one 

street, the frontage shall be computed on the longest single building front. 

 

HANDBILL: A small print advertisement or announcement that is given out to many people by 

hand. 

 

MAINTAIN or MAINTENANCE:  To keep in an existing, functional and appropriate state of repair,  

including but not limited to, repainting, repairing and servicing. It does not include removal of signs. 

Maintenance may include re-lettering with the same or substantially the same message, but shall 

not, under any circumstances include an increase in size of the display area. Maintenance may also 

include strengthening the structure by changing or adding supports or performing other structural 

changes designed for strengthening the sign and increasing safety thereof.  

 

MARQUEE:  A permanent structure attached to and supported by a building front and projecting 

no more than seventy two inches (72"). 
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NONCONFORMING USE:  The prior lawful use of a building or structure which subsequently is 

prohibited by law in which the building, land or structure is situated. 

 

PERSON: One or more persons, an association, a co-partnership, or a corporation firm or 

organization, either by themselves or by an agent, employees, guardian or trustee.  

 

REVOLVING BEACON LIGHT:  Is when a light rotates, either by design or by manual manipulation, 

in a circular movement. 

 

QUASI-PUBLIC:  A company, under private ownership, that provides a public service.  (i.e. Roy 

Water Conservancy District, or UTA) 

 

SHOPPING CENTER: Two (2) or more businesses operating under binding, written legal 

agreements as a joint enterprise and licensed by Roy City as a shopping center business with more 

than forty thousand (40,000) square feet of combined building area doing business as a shopping 

center and with common parking area to be used by all of the businesses included within the center. 

 

SIGN: A presentation or representation of words, letters, figures, designs, pictures or colors, 

publicly displayed so as to give notice relative to a person, a business, an article of merchandise, a 

service, an assemblage, a solicitation, or a request for aid; also the structure or framework or a 

natural object on which any sign is constructed or is intended to be constructed or exhibited, or 

which is being used or is intended to be used for sign purposes. 

 

SIGN, ABANDONED:  A sign having be forsaken, deserted, left or cast off. 

 

SIGN, A-FRAME: Any upright sign with rigid supporting frame in the form of a triangle or inverted 

V.  

 

SIGN, ADVERTISING:  See definition of Sign, Off Premises. 

 

SIGN, ANIMATED: A sign which involves movement or rotation of any part, created by artificial 

means or displays flashing or intermittent lights, but not including electronic message signs  

SIGN, BACKGROUND AREA: The entire background area of a sign upon which copy is placed. In 

computing sign background area, only the face or faces which can be seen from any one direction 

at one time shall be counted. 

 

SIGN, BUSINESS:  An on premises sign which directs attention to a use conducted, a commodity 

sold, or service performed on the premises where the sign is located. 

 

SIGN, CIVIC AND PHILANTHROPIC: Normally temporary sign used to promote nonprofit 

governmental and nongovernmental entities that utilize donated assets and income to provide 

social useful services.  

 

SIGN, CLOTH:  Any sign executed upon or composed of any flexible fabric. 

 

SIGN, COMBINATION:  A sign incorporating any combination of the features of projecting, roof 

or freestanding or other signs. 

 

SIGN, COMMUNITY: Sign that identifies the locality inhabited by a group of people, i. e., Roy City.  

 

SIGN, CONSTURCTION: A sign that acts as an expression of notification through the application 

of physical, identifiable, and textual displays designing the required adherence to standards and 

practices within the perimeters of a construction zone.   
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SIGN, COPY AREA:  The area of a sign that is used for display purposes, excluding the minimum 

frame and supports. In relation to signs that do not have a frame or separate background, sign area 

shall be computed on the basis of the minimum perimeter sufficient enough to frame the entire 

display. 

 

SIGN, DEVELOPMENT:  An on premises sign identifying a construction project or subdivision 

development. The sign may contain the name of the project, name and address of the construction 

firm, architect and development. 

 

SIGN, DIRECTIONAL/INFORMATIONAL: Signs which provide direction or instruction and 

located entirely on the property.  Such signs identifying rest rooms, public telephones, walkways, 

no parking or signs providing direction such as parking lot entrance and exit signs and those similar 

in nature.  

 

SIGN, ELECTRONIC MESSAGE:  A sign which is operated by a programmable computer system 

which displays messages or numbers with alternating lighted messages. 

 

SIGN, FAÇIA:  A flat business sign on the face of a building or other structure. 

 

SIGN, FLASHING: A sign that contains a sequential flashing light source where the period of time 

of illumination is equal to the period of non-illumination, and is used solely to attract attention in 

a non-informative way.  

 

SIGN, FLAT:  Any sign attached to a building or other structure that projects less than eighteen 

inches (18") beyond the building but extends parallel or substantially parallel to the building or 

other structure. 

 

SIGN, FLOODLIGHT:  See lighting of signs at subsection 9-4-3E of this chapter. 

 

SIGN, FREESTANDING:  A sign which is supported by one or more columns, uprights or braces 

in or upon the ground. 

 

SIGN, IDENTIFICATION AND INFORMATION:  A sign displayed to indicate the name or nature 

of a building or use, including all professional and business offices and buildings, apartment 

complexes and public.  

 

SIGN, ILLUMINATED:  A internally or externally lighted sign in which a source of light is used part 

of all of the time in order to make the message readable.  

 

SIGN, INCOMBUSTIBLE:  A sign which is constructed entirely of incombustible material. 

 

SIGN, INCIDENTAL: Any sign or poster which is placed to advertise or announce a specific event, 

or which pertains to a particular event or occurrence, or which is not designed or intended to be 

placed permanently, or which related to such events or occurrences that are not taking place on 

the premises on which the sign is located. Examples, signs or posters relating to garage sales, 

concerts, “swap meets”, and the like.  

 

SIGN, INTERIOR: Sign located within the interior of any building or stadium (if said signs are facing 

towards the interior of the stadium) or within and enclosed lobby or court of any building, and 

signs for and located within the inner or outer lobby, court of entrance of any theater.  

 

SIGN, MARQUEE:  Any sign attached to or made an integral part of a marquee.  
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SIGN, MEMORIAL (TABLETS): Signs or tablets, names of buildings, and dates of building erection 

when cut into the surface or façade of a building.  

 

SIGN, MULTIPLE COPY:  A sign which advertises content or information other than the name of 

the business and the principal product or service. 

 

SIGN, NAMEPLATE:  A sign indicating the name of a person or persons residing, utilizing or 

otherwise occupying a premises. 

 

SIGN, OFF-PREMISE:  A sign which directs attention to a use, product, commodity or service not 

related to the property on which it is located. 

 

SIGN, ON-PREMISE:  An on premises sign which directs attention to a use conducted, a commodity 

sold or a service performed on the property. 

 

SIGN, PROJECTING: Any attached sign extending in whole or in part more than twenty four inches 

(24") beyond the building line. 

 

SIGN, POLITICAL / CAMPAIGN- An outdoor sign of a temporary nature erected for the purpose of 

soliciting votes or support for or in opposition to any candidate or any political party under whose 

designation any candidate is seeking nomination or election or any public question on the ballot in an 

election held under the laws of the state. 

 

SIGN, PORTABLE -Any sign which is intended to be movable or capable of being moved, whether or not on 

wheels or other special supports, including but not limited to “A frame” type signs. Portable or movable signs 

also include placards, signs, banners or similar devices attached to vehicles for advertising purposes, unless 

such devices are an integral part of such vehicle used in the normal course of business. This definition does 

not include real estate advertising signs or political signs.  

 

SIGN, PUBLIC NECESSITY – Signs for the control of traffic and other regulatory purposes, street signs, 

danger signs, railroad crossing signs, and signs of public service companies indicating danger and aids to 

service or safety. 

 

SIGN, ROOF:  Any sign constructed upon or supported by the roof or parapet of a building. 

 

SIGN, SHOPPING CENTER:  A sign which may be attached or detached within a shopping center 

to designate the name of the shopping center and the names of the tenants.  

 

SIGN, STRUCTURE: Any structure which supports any including but not limited to a single pole 

or poles or as part of a building. 

 

SIGN, STATUARY – Signs created in the form of a statue. 

 

SIGN, SNIPE – The posting of advertising or political bills, posters, etc.. in unauthorized places. 

 

SIGN, REAL ESTATE - A temporary sign advertising the sale, lease, or rental of the property upon which it 

is located, and the identification of the person or firm handling such sale, lease, or rental. 

 

SIGN, TEMPORARY: A sign which is intended to advertise community or civic projects, and real 

estate for sale or lease on a temporary basis. Such sign shall be constructed not earlier than thirty 

(30) days prior to date of beginning of event and shall be removed within thirty (30) days after the 

event is concluded. 
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SIGN, TIME AND/OR TEMPERATURE AND PUBLIC SERVICE:  A display containing illuminated 

numerals to show the time and/or temperature and public service messages.  

 

SIGN, WALL:  See definition of Sign Fascia. 

 

STREET:  A public thoroughfare, utilized, dedicated, abandoned or condemned for public use prior 

to the initial enactment of the zoning ordinance, which affords the principal means of access to 

abutting property and is more than twenty six feet (26') wide; and any public thoroughfare 

dedicated to the public and accepted by proper public authority or condemned for public use after 

said date. 

 

STRUCTURAL ALTERATIONS:  Any change in supporting members of a building, such as bearing 

walls, columns, beams or girders. 

 

STRUCTURE:  Anything constructed, the use of which requires location on the ground, or 

attachment to something having location on the ground. 

 

TRIM, NONSTRUCTURAL:  Nonstructural trim is the molding, battens, caps, nailing strips, 

latticing, cutouts or letters and walkways which are attached to the sign structure . 

 

VISUAL CLEARANCE TRIANGLE:  Also known as the Sight View Triangle or Sight Triangle. 

 

ZONE: The geographical area of the City for which the zoning regulations have been established 

by the zoning ordinance. 

 

ZONING ORDINANCE: The zoning ordinance of Roy City, Utah, as set forth in Title 10 of this 

Code, and as amended from time to time. (Ord. 593, 6-26-1984; amd. 2003 Code) 

 

 


